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Das Wort gibt dem Menschen die Lebenskraft, 1asst ihn diese mit anderen teilen und so den
Sinn seines Lebens erfllen.

(Muindliche Uberlieferung der Dogon, Mali)
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I will now translate my project that | turned in to my vocational college director, the schoolboard and the
government council. They all agreed and gave me the go ahead.

1. Duration: October 2007 to April 2008
2. Project/tasks/goals:

- Compare highly developped Switzerland with aids & poverty stricken southern african
nations, concentrating on e.g. comparison on schoolsystems and apprenticships. Therefor |
intend to work together with schools and other institutions in order to learn more about their
systems. (Example: in Switzerland we follow a dual system concerning an apprenticship:
generally e.g. an automechanic does an apprenticship. during 4 years; 4 days a week he
works and learns at a garage and 1 day a week he comes to our vocational college, where he
gets 3 lessons of general knowledge and 5 lessons of theory on cars/engines per week).
Definately | would like to be active in our Mfuwe school project and learn more about that
school and plan more projects, as we are thinking to found an association in order to keep
our help up on a yearly basis.

To know and see what an african teacher’s tasks are; possibly to help the teachers for a
certain ammount of time.

Know more about the many children with no parents, because they died of Aids etc.

To find out more about the how the lodge Wildlifecamp works together with the local
community

Another interest is to visit NGO'’s (e.g. in Lusaka there is a minister called Pater Wildi who
accompagnes people with Aids on their last journey) and also other (governmental) foreign
developpement projects.

| am also intending to learn more about what we call the fifth Switzerland (Swiss people that
emigrated abroad, e.g. in South Africa there are about 9'000 Swiss people living)

goals

Professional

The facts (interviews, pictures, comparisons) that | will gather in southern african nations
(mainly Zambia, maybe Mozambique and Malawi, and South Africa) | will bring back to
Switzerland and use them in my teaching. My goals are to reach my students on a 1:1 basis,
since this will be knowledge out of first hand. If | am successful | might even be able to initiate
a possibility to stay in contact with certain schools/institutions/personnel. My goals are to
exchange and share via Email or letters since | also teach 5 classes in technical English.
That would be something sustainable, like the project in the Mfuwe public school.

Have and take enough time to reach the professional and pedagogical goals. To share,
contribute, extend and use my knowledge on the African continent. | also intend to learn more
about the foreign cultures, to be able to be more accurate on the geopolitical correlations.

Pedagogical goals
Personal goals

Usefulness / profit for me & my technical vocational college: in our new teaching plan (2006;
to be implemented in 2008 / 2009) there are quite a few of the above mentioned points
included, but rather on a theoretical basis. | intend to put some more meat on the bone, so
my teaching these aspects will be more straight forward, more authentic. The comparison of
southern african schools / vocational colleges or similar institutions will add to a better
understanding of the differences, the different approaches of teaching, learning, educate etc.
It's also my intention to build up a hopefully long lasting relation (exchange of knowledge etc.)
between my college and different institutions via mail, possible exchange visits etc.

Profit for my college

Now, my plan is (most likely my wife Marianne will be along most of the time) appr. as follows:

Start in Zambia in October 2007 and do fieldwork there to appr. Xmas 2007. Then work my way down to
South Africa, most likely through Malawi and Mozambique; possible option through Botswana/ Namibia.
I would also need to know, if during part of my time in Zambia | could stay with you, as part of my work
will take part in your beautiful region?

Markus Wenger, Switzerland
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Nach dem langen, ermidenden Tag, mit vielen traurigen Facts kam ich nach Durban-
ville zurtick und wurde mit einer sehr positiven Nachricht Gberrascht. Michelle hat eine
gesunde Tochter, Mila, geboren.

Mit dieser erfreulichen Meldung schliesse ich flir heute. Das ist zugleich der zweitletzte
Teil meiner Tagebuchauszuge.

Liebe Griisse

Markus Wenger
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